


She Wuibersalist. 
REV. JOHN S. THOMPSON, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 
VOL. 1.] UTICA..--AUGUST 1, 1825: [NO. 9 














CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT: 
(Concluded from page 120.) 


Manneus, a Jew, who fled to Titus,affirmed that from the beginning 
of the siege on the 14th of April,to the first of July, 115,880 dead bodies 
had been carried through one gate, of which the keeping had been com- 
mitted to him. Many respectable deserters assured ‘litus that not 
less than 600,000 poor, bad been cast out at the different gates; and 
whilst he beheld the dead piled under the walls, he raised his hands 
to heaven, and protested he had not been the cause of this deplora- 
ble calamity. Moreover, the Jews who had been vanquished by the 
army of Vespasian, having fled to the ships, were persued by a hor- 
rible tempest, which dashed their vessels against each other. and 
against the rocks, so that the raging billows were literally stained 
with blood, and 4,200 dead bodies were strewed along the shore. 

On the 10th of August, A. D. 70, 1030 years from the foundation 
of the first temple by Solomon, and 639 after it had been rebuilt by 
Haggai; that fatal day on which it had formerly been destroyed by 
the king of Babylon, a Roman soldier; contrary to the command of 
Titus, urged as he declared by a divine impulse, threw a flaming 
brand into the golden window of the temple, which instantly set the 
buildings in flames. The Romans ranged the streets murdering all 
without distinction, till the dead bedies choked up the alleys, and the 
blood literally flowed in streams down the channels of the city.— 
On the 8th of September, A. D. 70, the siege terminated, leaving 
Jerusalem, the subject of a thousand prophecies, and once the praise 
of the earth, destroyed by the flame, and bleeding on every side, and 
sunk in ruin and desolation. Sixty-four years after the destruction 
of that capital, the Jews rebelled against the Roman goverment un- 
der the administration of Adrian. He demolished 986 of their best 
towns, and slew 585,000 by the edge of the sword; besides count- 
less numbers which perished by famine, sickness and fire. Judea 
was depopulated, and an incredible number of its inhabitants sold 
like horses, and dispersed over the face of the earth. Surely these : 
were the days of vengeance in which all things that were written % 
were accomplished. Luke xxi. 22. 

Some have wildly imagined that the fire in which Christ appear- 
ed was a sign of divine vengeance, and will be the very instrument 
of destruction. But surely if our bodies be changed, or raised in- 
corruptible and immortal, such bodies shall be as able to abide the 
fire as Christ. Uf then Christ endure no pain by appearing in fire, | 
neither will we, nor can it torment us more than our Judge! Let Y 
such gross ideas be banished from all rational minds. | 

% Another design; or trausaction of Christ’s cyming was to gath- 
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er his elect, or his saints, i. e. the christians from the four winds of 
heaven, and cause them to come from the east and from the west; 
from the north and from the south, and sit down in the kingdom of 
God. Matt. viii. 11, and xxiv. 31. Our Lord encouraged the 
christians, on seeing the signs that preceeded the destruction of Je 
rusalem, to lift up their heads, for then the day of their redemption 
draws nigh, and the kingdom of Gedis at hand. Luke, xxi. 28, 
3$1—Joel (ii. S0,) had foretold that whosoever should call on the nama 
of the Lord should be saved from the calamities which should come 
on the unbelieving Jews. Accordingly Eusebius Hist. Eccl. L. 3, 
c. 5, and Epiphanius, Her. Naz. s. 7, inforth us that at the beginning 
of the war the christians were warned to escape to Pella beyond Joz- 
dan, in the country of Perea where they were preserved. Josephus 
wemarks that when Cestius Gallus, President of Syria, had besieged 
Jerusalem and taken the lower city, and might have taken the upper 
and immediately put an end to the war, he suddenly quit the siege 
without any visible cause, and then many fled out of the city, as 
from a sinking ship. Bell. L. 2. c, 40. Christ forewarned his fo}- 
lowers to flee to the mountains as soon as they would see Jerusalem 
encompassed with arms. They obeyed, and were, as Joel predicted, 
saved from destruction with a great deliverance. Matthew, Mark, 
and Paul, are peculiarly careful to connect the time of the gathering 
of the saints, with that of the coming of the Son of Man. Matt, 
xxiv. $1, and xxv. 31. Mark xiii. 27; 2 Thess. ii. 1. These pas- 
sages of scripture may be referred to Ps. 1. 5. Gather my saints 
unto me. Zech. xiv. 5. The Lord shall come and all his saints. 
Bishop Newton justly observes, Dess. 20, on the prophecies, **This 
is all in the style and phraseology of the prophets; but.stripped of 
figure only means that after the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ by 
his angles, or ministers of the gospel, would collect a glorious 
church and people, having thrust out the Jews from the kingdom of 
God. Nothing ever tended so powerfully and directly to the estab- 
lishment of christianity as the dispersion of the Jewish nation, and 
abolition of the temple service.” 

The greater part of the converts to christianity during the apostol - 
ic age, were Jews or proselytes to their religion. Acts xvi 4.— 
These being all zealous of the law, Acts xxi. 20, persevered in syn- 
agogue worship, in which also many of the Gentiles joined, especiat- 
ly those of Corinth, Galatia, Phillippi, and Thessalonica. ‘Thous 
ands of these Judaising christians attended the festival at Jerusalem, 
beheld the signs of our Lord’s coming and the confirmation of all 
their hopes, by the manifestations of our Saviour’s faithfulness and 
exalted majesty. Perceiving the design of God to abolish the tem- 
ple and synagogue services, and set upa more pure, simple, and 
spiritual form of worship, they betook themselves to the more sacred 
services of the new and better covenant. ‘Thus faith being estab- 
lished in the truth of Christ’s Mission, they immediately formed 
churches and laid the foundation of that kingdom of God and hea- 
ven so frequently noticed by the sacred writers. Hence in that day 
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uf Christ’s triumph over the rebellious Jews, who would not have 
him to reign over them; in that day of the establishment of christiani- 
ty, and gathering of the elect, Christ was glorified by his saints, and 
admired by all that believed. 2 Thess. i. 10. 

This gathering together of the elect at the establishment of chris- 
tianity is the first resurrection and the second death or destruction of 
fhe apostate Jews had no power over the christians who fell not 
away in the general apostacy. Rev. ii. 11. This was the time when 
the dead small! and great stood before God, and were judged every 
one out of the books according to his works. Rev. xx. 11, 12.— 
The coming of the Son of Man when every one was rewarded ac- 
cording to his works, Matt. xvi. 27. The time when the wicked as 
goats were sent away into aionian, correction; and the righteous 
shone forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their Father. Matt- xxv. 
46, and xiii. 45. This was the hour in which all that were in their 
graves heard the voice of the Son of God; and came forth, some to 
the resurrection of aionian or christian life; others to the resurrec- 
tion of condemnation, or exclusion from gospel privileges, because of 
unbelief. John v. 29. Heb. iv. 6, see also Dan. xii. 2, especially 
the end of the 7th verse. ‘This was the day God had appointed to 
judge the world by the man whom he had ordained. Acts xvii. 31. 
Iknow of no other coming to judgment, no other general judgment 
according to works, no other general resurrection 4 

How absurdly do predestinarians, who believe God predetermine& 
the fate of all men before the foundation of the world, and almost 
the whole christian world, who believe man’s destiny to be fixed at 
death, talk of a future general judgment. What! Does Jehovah 
pot know the hearts of men, or does he need to summon evidence! 
Will He compel his holy ones to leave their blissful abodes, and 
recall from tartarian cells the souls of the damned, to obtain a 
verdict in favor of the prisoners, or against the Judge who prema~ 
turely passed sentence upon them? O rash mortals, accuse not your 
God of human folly by supposing that he needs to reconsider his 
past conduct. 

Christ plainly declares the Father judgeth no man. John v. 22. 
He as plainly asserts that He judges no man. John viii. 15, and 
xii. 47. Who then will hold this fanciful tribunal, before which 
the whole world must be convoked? Where shall they assemble, or 
what plain shall be large enough to afford a general view of the con- 
vocatory? Hear ye deaf the words of Christ. John xii. 48.— 
*The word or doctrine that I have spoken, the same shall judge him.” 

But, cries one, will not the judgment he after death as Paul says, 
Heb. ix. 27. LT answer no. Paul says no such thing: His rea- 
soning determines that Christ died only once as other men. But af- 
ter this, the death of Christ, the judgment. Hark!—This judg- 
ment was an eternal and universal acquittal; for this judgment came 
upon all men to justification of life! Rom. v. 18. By one offering 
he perfected forever all that wére sanctified and obtained eternal 
redemption. Heb. ix. 12, and x- 14. 
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The whole fable of a judgment after death, arose from the Egyp, 
tian funeral ceremonies. The corpse was conducted in a boat, 
over the lake Acherusia, and Charon, the ferryman, having produ- 
ced the body on the opposite shore, the magistrate passed judgment 
upon it, whether it should be buried or not, ‘This ceremony ad- 
ministered sufficient data to the fertile genius of Orpheus, for the. 
whole story about hell and judgment after death—see Rollin’s Hist. 
vol. 1, and Chateaubriand’s travels: The bible says nothing of 
judgment after death, nor of Christ’s coming such a judgment.— 
All is fancy, all tradition, all paganism! e Evangelical judg- 
ment is during life. Every day we stand before the Pegeent seat 
of Christ, and receive in body according to that which we have done. 
2 Cor. v. 10. 

We have seen by this discourse, that God recompensed tribulation 
to the persecuting Jews in this life, and to the troubled followers of 
Jesus, tranquility. What countless myriads of the former, became 
the sport of war, horror and destruction? To the latter, the sun of 
righteousness arises with healing in his wings! Not one christian 
perished in the deluge of blood and devastation; for he who knows 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, and reserve the unjust to 
the day of judgment, 2 Peter, ii. 9, said not a hair of their 
heads should perish. Luke, xxiv 13. Who can priyins'd reflect on 
these equitable arrangements of Providence, and not exclaim, Verily 
there is a reward for the righteous; there is a God who judgeth on 
earth! Ps. Iviii. 11. The righteous shall be recompensed on earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner! Prov. xi. 31. Let men hence 
learn, that the just God is impartial in his administration. He 
will by no means clear the guilty. Impartial justice requires him 
to correct men for their offences; and no penitence, however acute, 
can obviate its claims or protract its execution. Blinded vengeance 
and heathen superstition, look forward to another scene of exis- 
tence for adjustment of man’s accountability; but Omnipresent, 
Omniscient, and Almighty justice, takes immediate, and adequate 
cognizance of even the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Let go 
then your dreams of a Pluto’s kingdom and a Minus’ tribunal; of an 
Txion’s wheel and a Tantalus cup: Yield also the sensual pleas- 
ures of a Pharasaical or Mahometant Paradise; and in the refine- 
ment and purification of your souls, seek, and seek now, that peace 
which passeth understanding; and that fellowship with the Father and 
the Son, which constitutes at once, the reward and felicity of the 
pure in spirit. Thus you shall have a heaven in time, and a pure and 
impartial heaven in common with the whole family of Adam, through 
an endless eternity. Amen. 


a 


CANDID EXAMINER. 
Br. Marsh has commenced a religious paper under tho above title at Montrose, 
Pa. T. is published semi-monthly, ip royal ectavo, for one dollar per annum, 











THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL, 
OR 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 


& discourse on Rev. xiv. 6—8, delivered before the Black River Assoct- 
ation, convened at Watertown, N. Y. June 8th, 1825, by the Editor. 


Respected Brethren in the ministry of the everlasting Gospel, 
and christian auditors in general, your candid attention is respect- 
fully requested to the discussion of the most important subject in 
the christian ‘Theology: I mean the doctrine of Christ, which is that 
of Life and Immoriatity. 1 do not intend to weary you with inef- 
fectual efforts to scan the enigmatical parts of this book; but I have 
read this passage in hopes of suggesting to you minds some reflec-. 
tions which may be useful to the christian world. Your thoughts 
may not altogether harmonixe with mine, nevertheless, I shall rely 


on your brotherly charity whilst [ discourse of a most exalted theme, 
the doctrine of God our Saviour, 


In this discourse, four particulars merit careful examination. 1. 
The Everlasting Gospel. 2. The preaching of the Gospel. 3. The 
design of its promulgation. 4. The glorious effects. 

1. The meaning of the term Gospel, will be best understood from 
a careful investigation of the original Euaggelion which our trans- 
lators have rendered by the Anglo-Saxon term, Gospel or God-spell 
of which the English reader has but an imperfect or confused idea.~ 
The word is compounded of Eu pleasant,good, or agreeable, and agge- 
lia a message. In order to obtain a still more perfect analysis of the 
term, let it be observed that aggelia is derived from the word Gal, 
which signifies to exult or leap for joy. This message therefore must 
be of such a nature as to occasion rejoicing and exultation in the 
hearer, or produce emotions imitative of the ebullitions of a spring 
or fountain, to signify which, the word Gal, is frequently used in the 
sacred scriptures. According to the best Lexicographers, Eu is al- 
ways used ina good sense and by the consent of all men,. who are 
capable of judging, never used in an evil. Hence the compound 
word, Euaggelion, can never without violence or abuse of the term 
be forced to denote an evil, unpleasant, or alarming message.— 
Neither can this message be a heterogeneous compound of good and 
evil, pleasant and unpleasant, mournful and joyful tidings; but it is 
altogether good and pleasant, pleasant while we live—pleasant when 
we die, and infinitely good and pleasant throughout the wasteless 
ages which consummate the reign of the unchanging Jehovah. 


But still it may be demanded what is the Gospel. Our reply is 
ready. It is Jehovah’s testimony or record that we have eternal life 
in kis Son. 1 John vy. 11 = This eternal life is the gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. v. 21. This free gift came 
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upon all men to justification of life. Rom. v.18 This ia the record, 
the disbelief of which, condemns the sinner and makes God a liar. 
and if there were a single individual of the whole Adamic race, who 
has not eternal life in Jesus, that being never could make God a liar, 
by disbelieving his testimony concerning his Son; but the faith of the 
unbeliever would be just, and God’s testimony false and deceptious. 
Hear it then, the Gospel is neither more nor less than God’s records 
We have eternal life in Jesus his Son, 

Brethren, permit me to arrest your attention to this part of the 
discourse for a few minutes. On reading the New Testament yeu 
cannot have failed to observe the unity and or of the Gospels 
There is nothing discordant, complex, unintelligible, or contradic-~ 
tory in the doctrine of Jesus. It is called the Gospel of God, Rom. 
i. 1; the doctrine of God, Titus ii. 10; because, derived from the 
Father of lights, it came down from heaven, to give light to the 
world. It is called the Gospel of the Son of God, Rom. i. 9; and 
the doctrine of Christ, 2 John 9, because as the Ambassador of hea- 
ven, he was sent to publish it to mankind; and moreover because 
he was its first promulgator. It is called the Gospel of Glory, 1 
Tim. 1, il; 1H the Gospel of Salvation, Eph. i. 12, because it 
brought the joyful tidings of eternal Salvation from sin and misery 
and unfading glory in heaven, as the portion of men through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It is likewise denominated the apostles’ doctrine, 
Acts ii. 42, because what they heard from Christ they proclaimed to 
the world. 1Johni. 1, 2. And in the apostolic days it was called 
a new doctrine, because it differed in nature, excellence, and glory 
from all others which ever had been divulged among men. Thus 
ye see the doctrine of Christ is always spoken of as one and undi- 
vided. You read in the plural of the doctrines of men, Col. ii. 22: 
The doctrines of devils, 1 Tim, iv. 1; divers and strange doctrines, 
Heb. xiii. 9, but ye have never read, in the sacred es whee of the 
doctrines of God or of Christ. No! brethren the Father of the 
universe sent his son to proclaim only one doctrine, viz. that of life 
and immortality. All others are the commandmefts ef men: in 
opposition to which, the Gospel is denominated sound doctrine, 
Titus ii. 1, and the doctrine according to Godliness, 1 Tim. vi. 5. 

The doctrine of immortality is that alone which distinguishes the 
New Testament from the Old, and gives to it the honorable appella- 
tion of an administration of life. Many have imagined that the 
Jewish scriptures taught a future existence, but this opinion must be 
either merely conjectural or at best very remotely inferential. Our 
Lord tells the Jews to search the scriptures for in them they thought 
they had eternal life: but neither our Lord or his apostles ever speak 
of the doctrine of immortality as been known or revealed to men 
before the public ministry of Jesus. Nor can we find from a care- 
ful perusal of the Old Testament, any thing to have authorised a so- 
ber minded commentator to have inferred the existence of man af- 
ter death, in either pleasant or unpleasant circumstances. On the 
other hand, we can find no other doctrine peculiar to the New Tes- 
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tament, or any other which had not been promulgated in the world, 
before the time of Christ. Admit *the opinion for which I plead, 
and you will immediately perceive the propriety of Peter’s address 
to Christ, **Lord to whom shall we go? “Thou hast the words of eter- 
nal life.” John vi. 68. Jesus was the first who came in the name of 
the Lord to announce free and unconditional salvation to a dying 
world. All the ancient Heralds like the modern, had published a 
limited and imperfect salvation by works. Do and live was the sub- 
ject of their proclamation. But Christ bore the Divine message of 
love and mercy, from the Parent of all intelligences, to every mem- 
ber of his vast family. He declared the glad new's of life and felici- 
ty, eternal, unchangeable, and immortal, as the high bequest of hea- 
ven, to all the soms and daughters of Adam. Hence the doctrine 
of a happy immortality for the whole human family is that, and that 
alone, which distinguishes the New Testament from all the books 
which had ever been published in the world, previous to the days of 
the apostles. 

The term Everlasting implies generally an age, but this age may 
be ef long or short duration, according to the circumstances. It 
here includes the whole extent of that unmeasured period, which 
commenced with the ministry of Jesus, and will continue till all 
are taught of God, and none need to teach his brother saying, 
*“tknow ye the Lord,” for all shall know him from the least to 
the greatest. Is. liv. 13; Heb. viii. 11. At the consummation of 
this period, the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glo- 
ry of the Lord, as, the waters cover the sea. Hab. ii. 14. 

As an Epithet of the Gospel, the term, ererlasiing, distinguishes 
it from all the Ephemeral systems of men. which have made a short 
lived appearance in the world, but have freyaently passed to obli- 
vion with their authors. This is God’s message to the world by his 
own Son- The completion of all that revelation of the being, attri 
butes, and purposes of Jehovah, with which it pleased God, in the 
plenitude of love and mercy, to bless mankind. This is the new 
and everlasting covenant in which God has developed himself as the 
Father of all intelligences, covenanting with them to be their God, 
and they his people. In this affinity of family relationship, the 
whole offspring of Adam find through faith their peace, joy, hea- 
ven, and glory completed. In relation to the unchangeable nature 
of the Gospel, the apostle speaking of the shaking of earth and hea- 
ven, distinguishes the christian doctrine as that which cannot be 
shaken, and therefore must remain; Heb. xii. 27. Whilst there re- 
mains an individual on earth, without the knowledge of Jehovah as 
his God, his Father, and his eternal portion, the messengers of ‘the 
everlasting covenant will go forth.wnder the royal commission of 
Jesus, as the ambasaadors of heaven, to publish salvation and say un- 
to Zion, thy God reigneth. ; 

2. We are*know prepared to speak of the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. There are two words in the original Greek which our trasla- 
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tors have indiscriminately rendered, preach in the English Versiot:.. 
These are kerusso and eunggelizo. The first signifies to proclaim 
indiscrimenately as a herald, any subject whatever. The Kerukee 
or heralds of antiquity were the hirelings either of the prince or the 
people. They received their message and wages from their employ- 
ers, and were engaged in proclaiming death and destruction as well 
as life and salvation. Sometimes their message was eable, but 
more frequently alarming and frightful. ‘This description of the 
kerux or herald, designates the character of all the pretended Evan- 
gelical and orthodox preachers of the present age; for their message 
is multifarious, discordant, alarming and mournful. Brethren the ve- 
ry word which the God of wisdom has chosen to express the message 
of his Son, seals the condemnation of these. mantes kaken, or pro- 
prophets of evil, who infest society by their cries of the burden of 
the Lord, and scatter a moral pestilence in the earth by the noxious 
effasions of their mouths With hideous representations of Jeho- 
vah’s person and character, they make the hearts of his people sad, 
and seem only to be charmed by the yells of despair. Yet in mul- 
titudes they overrun the earth proclaiming their dreams and their 
sacred missions, whereas the Lord has not spoken to them nor sent 
them at all. He that hath a dream, let him tell his dream, but he 
that hath my word, let him speak it faithfully for what is the chaff 
to the wheat, saith the Lord. Jer. xxiii. 28. 


But here is a messenger from heaven, an Evangelist, let us not 
weary ourselves in conjecture. He speaks witha loud voice, sayz 
he, destruction, tribulation, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth; 
for God comes with vengeance? No! not a word of the kind. But 
stop—to whom does he bear the message? To all nations, kindreds, 
tongues, and people. Well then, saith the wisdom of this world, 
he preaches to a mixed multitude, composed of saints aud sinners, 
believers and unbelievers, precious and vile, the message must 

' therefore be complex, to suit these different grades in the moral world 
O my God, thou hast brought to nought the wisdom of this world; 
Messengers of heaven speak—glad news, glory, honor, immortality, 
life eternal, and all without purchase or condition. ‘The gift of 
God through Jesus Christ! But for whom? For every creature, alf 
souls are mine saith the Lord. Heaven and immortality are be- 
queathed as the rich legacy of Jehovah to all his intellectual family. 
Therefore salvation from sin and pain for you, men; fer you, women; 
for you, children. Salvation for the Jew, salvation for the Gentile. 
Peace to him that is near, and tohim that is far off. Salvation for all 
mankind of every nation, of every tongue, of every people. Salva- 
tion for every son and daughter of Adam. Depth of mercy can such 
favor extend to the vile, the impenitent, the unbeliever, the infidel, 
the heathen, the blasphemer? Hark, ye that are far from righteous- 
ness, behold I bring near my righteousness—iny salvation will not 
tarry. By the Lord shall all men be justified, and in God shall all 
the seed of Israel be glorified. Is..xly. 25. Vat. Sept 
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How different from that of the herald, is the office of an Evangel- 
ist, whose message is good news alone!—Salvation to the whole world, 
eternally secure in the purpose of Jehovai, independently of the 
good or evil words or ictions of men—sure, equally sure to them in 
Christ, whether they believe it or not. The phrase, eusggelion eu- 
aggelisai, is peculiarly emphatic, and cannot be made English with- 
out losing much of its force and beauty. In a most gladdening and 
soul cheering manner, he poured out the refreshing streams of inex- 
pressible joy and salva ion upon the inhabitants of the world, of ev- 
ery class, name, grade, or kind. 

Never did Jehovah honor any being with the office of Evangelist, 
till he anointed his Son with the holy spirit above measure, and sent 
him, euaggeliasthar, to preach gladnews to the poor, Luke in. 18. I 
admit that Paul declares God, pro-euaggelisato, preached premature- 
ly or before the time, the gospel to Abraham, saying, in thee and thy 
seed shall ailthe families of the earth be blessed. Gal. iii. 8, still 
Jesus was the first, who under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, as 
the ambassador of heaven, bore the God-honoring, sou!-reviving mes- 
sage of an evangelist to the world. But the redeemer when about 
to leave the world, would not leave it comfurtless—4s the Father sent 
me, said he to his disciples, so send 7 you, and he breathed on them 
saying, receive ye the Holy Spirit. John xx. 21, 22. 

The apostles thus commissiuned by Jesus went forth as a band of 
Evangelists to proclaim the gospel of Salvation to the whole intellec- 
tual world. May the Eternal breathe a celestial influence upon us as 
ministers of this Everlasting Gospel, that we may imitate Christ our 
Master, proclaim the blessed message to the whole world, till all 
flesh see the salvation of the Lord, and rejoice with joy unspeaka- 


ble and full of glory. 


3. The design of the gospel is to call zen from a state of alien- 
ation, moral darkness, and pagan idolatry, to the love,reverence, and 
adoration of the one only God, the Father of Jesus. and the sole 
proprietor and governor of the Universe. It has been generally con- 
ceded, that at the time of Christ’s appearance, the whole world, ex- 
cept a part of the Jewish nation, were practical idolators. Chris- 
tians still admit that a great part of the human family is, notwithstan- 
ding the light of the Gospel and the increase of useful knowledge, 
prone to the. idolatrous practice of former times and darker ages. — 
Among professing christians, Protestants have frequently accused 
the Catholics of impure worship, in the reverence of saints, angels, 
_and images; and assumed innocence to themselves, because they wor- 
ship not the same objects. But as the messenger of heaven, I arraigu 

before the tribunal of the one Jehovah, the great body of christians, 
whether Protestant or Catholic, and impeach them of the daring 
crime, which my text reprimands; for whosoever offers prayer to 
any othér being than the God and Eather of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is yet in the gall of bitterness, and bonds of iniquity; and notwith- 


stamling all his pretentions to Christian experience, is without Ged 
in the world. 
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The grand design of modern Pietists, is to produee devotional 
feelings and numerous genuflections without the least concern as to 
the object of veneration. But fie on the sensless mummery; it is un- 
worthy of an intelligent being; and frequently amounts to an in- 
sult to the throne of heaven, and a disgrace to human nature.— 
Were I to seek proof of that total depravity, so far famed among 
the sanctimonious religionists of the presentage, I would refer the 
sceptic to those prayer meetings and revivals, which are of so great 
importance to the soul-saving systems, where he could not fail to be- 
hold such scenes of gross idolatry, as would rival the impure cere- 
monies of the Greeks and Romans, when our Master appeared as 
the advocate of a spiritual service, addressed to the One Eternal and 
Beneficent Parent of the Universe. Hear, O hear it, ye wor- 
shipers of Jews, who, by Paganizing his religion, have become 
guilty of the same crimes for which you condema the heathen world ! 
All that can be obtained by proselyting the nations to the spurious 
Christianity of self-styled Orthodoxy, is only a change in the names, 
whilst the Proselyte remains as ignorant of God, as he ever was. 

I know itis pretended by those who esteem the exercise of rea- 
son inimical to religion, that the scriptures say, Jesus and the Fath- 
erare one. But the meaning they attach to the passage is disa- 
vowed by Jesus himself, who declares that there is another, who 
bears witness of him, the Father who sent him, John v. $2, 37. It 
is written, the testimony of fwo men is true. ‘I am one that beat 
witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of 
me.” John vii. 17, 18. Now what meaning can be applied to 
the words of Christ, if he and the Father constituted only one per 
son, or one witness? How could Jehovah be Christ and at the 
same time another? The scripture saith he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one; but none have hence inferred that Paul and 
Apollos were names of the same person. Either Christand God 
must be two distinct persons, or the testimony of Christ must be false 
and dangerous. Answer these interrogations to your own constiences, 
or reject the gratuitous worship of a modern but corrupt and de- 
based Christianity. 

I feel that while I pronounce these heaven born truths, and 
plead the exclusive honors of the One Supreme Eternal, I expose 
myself to the odium of reputed heresy, and the execrations of those 
er are conscious of the crime which I reprobate and condemn,— 
And well if the reproach stopped here! I must also bear the blame 
of false brethren who court popularity at the expense of delin- 
quency in duty, but as God is my witness, I as much despise the 
fawning adulation of a time serving brother, as the uhrighteous 
censure of an open and virulent enemy. Asa minister of the Ev- 
erlasting Gospel, I call therefore on all men, to forsake the idolatry 
of the present age, and to turn from the veneration of idols of every 
name and species, to the acknowledgement and worship of him, who 
made heaven and earth, the seas and the fountains of water. 

Offences committed against God exclusively, have generally 
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been considered by theologians as the most malignant. Moses and 
Jesus unitedly rank the acknowledgement and worship of One only 
God, as the first requisition of the Divine Law. He who is guil- 
ty of inattention to this first principle of truth and piety, has era- 
sed the foundation of virtue, and is incapable of either piety or 
religion; he has offended in that one point which renders him guilty 
of all. To worship God according to the requisitions of scripture, 
a man’s views must be Unitarian; that 1s, he must bea believer in 
One undivided God in one person. The word trinitarian implies no 
less than a polytheist of a peculiar description, whose reverence must 
be as really diverted from the only true object of religious adoration 
as though he believed in all the imaginary gods of the Pantheon!— 
As Ihave had an opportunity of explaining my views of this subject 
in my lecture on the person of Christ, I shall now avoid every ten- 
dency to prolixity. Creation belongs alone to the One Eternal, and 
is never in the scriptures attributed to any other being. The Crea- 
tor alone should be worshiped—Worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the fountains of water. - Until a reformatian is ef- 
fected among Christians in this respect, our preaching is vain—they 
ave yet in their sins, and all their pretended piety, and devotion is 
asa smoke in Jehovah’s nostrils, who says to such worshipers, bring 
no more your vain oblations, my soulis weary of them! 


4. The effects of preaching the Gospel, Babylon is fallen, is fallen. 
We do not apply this prediction to the ancient city of Babylon, whose 
noble walls and lofty towers once adored the banks of the Paradisi- 
cal Euphrates. Nay! Mystery Babylon is the subject of the prophe- 
cy. ‘To obtain, therefore, a correct notion of the term, we will ad- 
vert to its origin. At an early period of the world, men formed the 
ignorant, proud, and fanatical project of mounting to the empy- 
real throne of unmixed and perennual felicity, by a ladder of their 
own imagination; and lixe the orthodox merit-mongers of the pres- 
ent age, to work they went, to erecta tower whose top should reach 
to heaven! God surveyed their foolish and ineffectual efforts, and 
in pity confounded their languages. Hence the place was called 
Babe!, that is confusion, because of the confusion of speech which 
here began. Now EF trust you clearly understand my text, and are 
able to make a correct application of the prophecy therein contained 
Mystery Babylon is a mysterious confusion or unintelligible jargon, 
the meaning or import of which cannot be ascertained. ‘This des- 
cription applies as clearly as the effulgence of heaven can make it, 
.to.every system of pretended orthodoxy, whether it be Protestant 
or Catholic, since the time of Constantine. At that period, the 
church, in conflict with the Dragon, obtained the wings or protec- 
tion of the Roman Eagle, which, alas for her misfortune, carried her 
to the wilderness, where deluded by the splendor of imperial gran- 
dure, she resigned her characteristic ornaments of truth and simpli- 
city, for the confused speculations and gaudy frippery of a national 
veligion, two thirds of which were borrowed from the superstition ot 
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Pagan Rome. Hence mystery and confusion has distinguished her 
speech, from that time to the present age. 

To illustrate these remarks, we shall here adduce two or three ex- 
amples of that confusion of speech,, which we believe attaches to the 
fallen and degraded church of Christ. ‘There is one person of the 
Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Spirit. The 
Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, yet these 
are not three Gods but one God!! Unity in trinity and trinity in 
Unity! This is confusion~Add to this, their own acknowledge-- 
ments, that it is a mystery, and you have the phrase by which the 
Spirit of God has distinguished the Rhapsodists, namely, mystery 
Labylon, or a mysterious confusion! Again, Jesus is God-man, not 
whoily Divine nor wholiy human, having two natures in one person, 
without mixture or confusion! Good God, what a mystery confusion 
is here! Lastly they tell us God is almighty, yet we can resist him! 
He is our saviour, yet we must save ourselves or be damned eter- 
nally. This is not only mystery confusion, but wicked confusion, 
Eternal Father, give effect to these remarks, and let them operate 
conviction in the consciences of all those, who have forsaken the 
fountain of living waters. 

SSrethren, suffer me to boast myself a little. I presume I may 
claim originality in the discovery of the meaning and application of 
this important passage of scripture. You will easily perceive that 
many reasons must have operated with almost all, who have attemp- 
ted to comment on this book, to conceal! its meaning and obviate, if 
possible, the force of its application. But the interpretation of this 
text, which I have adopted, firmly fixes on the spurious Evangelists 
of the past.and present ages, the infamous epithets of this book; and 
from the stains which this discourse will attach to their official char- 
acter, they will be unable to wash themselves till their heavens be 
no more. 

A brief retrospect of Ecclesiastical history, will induce you to see 
the propriety of the explanation I have given, and produce in your 
minds a coincidence of opinion. We learn from Mosheim, that the 
venerable simplicity of the Christian system was not of long dura- 
tion; for towards the close of the second century, it was prepared 
for overthrow. Its beauty was gradually defaced, by the subtil- 
ities of imaginary sciences, and several tenets of a chimerical philo- 
sophy, which were imprudently incorporated into the religion of Je- 
sus. This unhappy change was chiefly owing to that pride, which 
induced an eagerness in certain learned men to effect a union be- 
tween the doctrine of Christ and the opinions of philosophers. Till 
this unhallowed union took place, Christianity stood a fair celestial 
temple, emblazoned and illumined by the glory and majesty of her 
God; but when the well and _skilfu ty hewn stones, which compos- 
ed the structure.were displaced, or mixed with mouldering, unshape- 
y masses, without regularity or symmetry, and men began to daub 
the walls with untempered mortar, the whole became as a house 
built on the sands, exposed to ruin on every approach of the storm. 
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he gold of the temple being supplanted by hay, wood, and stub 

le, nearly the whole structure became combustible, and, alas 
for the religion of Jesus! having lost its beauty, value and glory, it 
remained as a vessel fitted for destruction! 

Another cause which powerfully operated to erect mystery Bab- 
vlon on the ruins of Christianty, was the recourse of Christians to 
the sophistical distinctions of their opponents; which produced noth- 
ing but perplexiiy and confusion, until genuine Christianity almost 
totally disappeared. Nothing tended so powerfully to build and sup- 
port the temple of confusion. as the double sense of words, whereby 
every wrangler had an opportunity of affixing to the language of 
scripture a hidden and mysterious sense, which he could atall times 
render subservient te his own peculiar views. Among all the vision- 
aries of antquity, none were so eminently distinguished as the 
Egyptians, in this new method of interpreting the sc riptures. They 
considered it a noble task, to make deep researches into the hidden 
meaning of those Divine truths taught by Jesus, with a view to ac- 
commodate his celestial doctrine to the precepts of a foolish and vis- 
ionary philosophy. Hence arose the Wysiic Theology or rather . ‘tys- 
tery Babylon which engulphed the religion of Jesus, in a vortex of im- 
pure, idolatrous, and confused speculations! ! 

Now the grand effect, produced by preaching the Everlasting Gos- 
pel, will be ‘the total overthrow of Mystery Babylon, and the 1 re-es- 
tablishment of Christianity, on the immovable foundation of Christ 
and his Apostles. Disengaged from the heterogeneous mass of spu- 
rious additions, recovered from the wounds of false friends, having 
attained prestine beauty, native simplicity, and purification from 
every stain of Pagan pollution, Christianity will resume its ancient 
glory, the cloud of Divine presence, will be seen over the ark of the 

.testimony, the voice of parential affection will issue from the Mercy 
seat, men will recognise the voice of Jesus, and distinguish it from 
that of false shepherds, Prodigals will return to their father” s house, 
the steeled heart of relentless partiality, will thaw an: melt itself in- 
to dew,before the heat and splendor of the Sun of Righteousness, God 
will be acknowledged as the one common Father and portion of ev- 
ery people, tongue and nation, which inhabit our terrestial abode. 

Brethren, before [ conclude, permit me to cangratuiate you on dis 
covering that the Unitarian Universalist is the only angel that ever 
preached the Everlasting Gospel—He alone calls men from the idol 
atrous worship of idols, to the adoration of the Creator—He alone 
preaches nothing but good news—and he alone is the on!y messen- 
ger that ever preached the good news to all nations, kindreds, 
tongues, and people. Unitarian Limitarians and Universalian Re- 
demptionists, are alike excluded. The former do not preach the 
gospel to all, nor do the latter recall men from idolatry. But these 
are fast disappearing among us. Persevere then in the best of causes: 

Confusion will soon yield to the plain simple and intelligible doc- 
trine of God, of Christ, of Salvation. In the name of Jesus, let us dis. 
play our banners, and the Lord will fulfil all our prayers. Amen! 





ide Supplemeni. 
DOWNFALL OF RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS. 


George IV. of England has published, as King of Hanover, a proclama-- 
fion to the Hanovarians. of which the first article is as follows: 

“1. The several professors of the Christian Religion enjoy a perfect 
equality of civil and political rights in the kingdom, and in conformity 
with the said article, the notion of a predominant and ofa merely tolerated 
Church is entirely abolished.” 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Whilst the foregoing discourse was in press, I received the follow- 
ing communication: 


Rochester, WN. Y., July 9, 1825. 
Str.—I send you a copy of an article which appeared in the 13th 
number of the Advocate, publised in this place. I think it deserves 
notice; and should you think proper, some remarks on it, from yon, 
would meet with a very good reception. Yours truly. 
Rrv. Jous S. Tuompsoyn. 


EXTRACT. 


The far greater part of Christians, since the Gospel was publish- 
ed, have worshiped Jesus Christ. If he is not God. this is idolatry. 
Now the apostles forsaw many, if not all, the gross errrors of the 
Church, and warned against those errors. If almost all the Chris- 
tian world was to fall into this error, would they not have warned 
the church against it. "Nel. dv. 


REMARKS. 


In the above extract are contained the following propositions: 

1 The greater part of Christians have worshiped Jesus since the 
Gospel was published. 

2. If Jesus ts not God, his worship is idolatry. 

3. If the worship of Jesus be idolatry, the Apostles, who foresaw 
and warned against many gross errors, would have warned the 
Church against it. 


1. The first proposition is partly true and partly false. That 
the majority of professing Christians have long worshiped Jesus, 
is too notorious to be denied; but that this practice has prevailed 
since the Guspel was published, is incapable of proof from the his- 
tory of the Christian Church. The book called Acts, is allowed to 
contaim a full and authentic history of the Christian Church, till 
about the year sixty three; yet not one instance occurs, during that 
period of prayer, being addressed to Jesus, nor of one individual 
having so far mistakea his person and religion, as to vilify the one by 











Supplement. 143 


the adoration of the other. If then the worship of Christ be neith- 
er taught in the sacred writings, nor once examplified in the con- 
duct of his Apostles, nor in any of the first Christians, until the 
Church became corrapt by the introduction of the Pagan rites; it 
clearly follows, that the worship of Jesus is a gratuitous service, an- 
authorised by God and his messengers, and subversive of the design 
and purity of the Christian Religion. 

2. If Jesus be not God his worship is idolatry. We have clearly 
and repeatedly proved that Christ is not God. ‘This, we assume, we 
have done in our lectures on the Trinity and on the person of Christ, 
so successfully as to produce conviction in very sound+ mind, that 
does not determinately resist the force of evidence. Whatever 
personal properties Christ possessed, they were all represented by 
the pronouns, [, he; and all his fullness comprised under the posses- 
sives, his, mine, when used in their utmost extent. Let then Jesus 
be the speaker. ‘My Father is greater than I-” John 14, 28.— 
Here the pronoun I, represents the person of Christ in all its ful- 
ness and properties, and yet there is another, acknowledged to be 
greater than tre. If then Jesus be God, the doctrine of polytheism 
must be true; and there may be a multitude of Gods which is de- 
nied by the whole concurrent testimony of the bible. But the per- 
son said to be greater than Jesus, is by him acknowledged as his 
Father. Now to say that Father and Son meau the same person, is 
to outrage common sense, and abuse the words of scripture. The 
Father of Christ must therefore be admitted as God, and Jesus an 
inferior and subordinate being. 

Again, either Jesus is not God, or the Christian religion is an im- 
ery Christ says, ‘‘the doctrine is not mine.” John vil. 16.— 
Now if he were God, Christianity must be a cheat; for the Gospel 
professes to be from God, yet Christ disavows it—hence it follows, 
that if we are not impostors ourselves, we will admit that if Chris- 
tianity be true, Jesus is not God, and therefore his worship is mani 
festly idolatry. Q. E. D. 

5. The one God was so well defined and his.exclusive worship, 
so distinctly enjoined, in the Jewish scriptures, that none, who ac- 
knowledge these writings as arule of faith and practice, conld possi- 
bly mistake. Warwings against idolatry were so reiterated and 
awful and so many exainples of its cursed and pernicious tenden- 
cy on record, that every man believing these holy books, wonld con- 
sider additional remonstrance unnecessary. Yet Jesus peculiar, 
cautions against mistake, by declaring that the true worshipers 
worship the Father. But cries the objector, Christ and the Father are 
one. ‘This in the sense implied,is either the language of ignorance or 
of unpardonable obstinacy. ‘The scriptures clearly declare hit that 
planteth and him that watereth to be one, 1 Cor. iii. 7. Yet none 
believe Paul and Apollos the same man. If to be one with the 
Father, imply Deity, the prayer of Jesus, John xvii. 11, 21, 22, nev- 
er can be answered, till aJl believers be metamorphosed inte cons; 
and the Pagan idolatry established by the sanction ef beaven! 
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Every image or likeness of any being on earth or in heaven above, 
was expressly prohibited religious worship, by the unchanging law 
of the Une Jehovah, Ex. xx. 4; Deut. iv. 15—20. But none can 
deny tha. Jesus was not only the likeness of man on earth, but also 
ot God in heaven. Hence that commandment, which forbids the 
worship of images, equally prohibits the worship of Jesus. Hence 
Christians, why oer prayers to Christ, are as practical idolators, as 
the Jewish and Pagan uations, when they fell down and adored ima- 
ges which they set up. Paul having said, **There be gods many, but 
tu us there is but one God, even the Father,” immediately adds, 
‘showbeit there is not in every man this knowledge.” No, venera- 
ble apostle, there was not in thy days, nor is there in ours, such 
knowledge in every man—for the great majority of Christians think 
the most important part of their religion consists in a direct violation 
of the law ot Gud. Alas! how unfortunate! how long shall it thus be! 


THE GRAVE. 

All that has been and is, and is to come, must die, and the grave 
will possess all. Already the temple of death is stored with enor- 
mous treasures: but it shall be filled and moulder, and its gaunt king 
Death, shall wither like his prey. Oh! if the dead may speak, by 
what rich noises is that solemn temple haunted! What a countless 
throng of shapes is there—kings and poets, philosophers and sol- 
diers! Whata catalogue might not be reckoned—from the founder 
of the towers of Belus, to the Persian who encamped in the Bab- 
ylonian syuares—to Alexander and Socrates, and Plato—to Cesar— 
to Alfred! Fair names, too, might be strung upon the list, like 
pearls on glancing diamonds—creatures who were once the grace 
and beauty of the earth, queens and gentle women—Antigone and 
Sappho—Corinna and the mother of the Gracchi—Portia and Agrip- 

ine. And the story might be ended with him who died an exile on 
bis sea-surrounded rock, the first Emperor of France, the king and 


conqueror of Italy, the Corsican soldier, Napoleon. 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

This book will not fail to obtain the approbation of the candid 
reader. It completely upsets the modern doctrine of Hell, and leaves 
religion to rest on its only foundation, i. e. gratitude to the Deity. — 
Itis alike an honor to its author, and the cause it is designed to ad- 
vocate. 

The editor has obtained a few copies of the second edition, for 
sale at $1 25, or $1 bound in boards. Likewise Balfour’s reply to 


Sabine’s Lectures, price 50 cts. 
} —————- SS 


Printed for the Editor, at the affice of the Oneida Observer, Utica. 

















